SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
important sense in which the Communist attitude of
relativity, according to which the relation of means to
ends rests upon circumstances of time and place, is, in
itself, a timeless and absolute attitude. It carries with it
the view that the solution of social problems, the re-
adaptation of society to a new objective situation, is the
basic end or motive. The methods to be employed in
the realisation of this end vary according to their
chances of success at various times and places. The
element of ethical relativity lies in the fact that it is the
successful outcome of the struggle rather than the
means required for its attainment that is the more
important. This has the effect upon ordinary minds in
capitalist countries of branding the Communist, and
indeed the entire Weltanschauung of the Soviet Union,
as cynical and opportunist. Indeed, the very con-
ception of a class struggle, or of any struggle at all,
contains opportunistic moral implications, whether the
sociological analysis of the Communist be true or false.
It is for this reason that the truth or falsity of the
Marxist position is regarded, subconsciously, by most
people in the capitalist world as of far less importance
than its moral implications, A view which regards it as
sometimes necessary to shoot large numbers of human
beings, merely on account of the "class" to which they
belong, whilst at other times prescribes an attitude of
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